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the middle years of the nineteenth century hundreds of thou-
sands of square miles in the Dark Continent were unexplored
or little known. Vast regions were still ruled by Negro and
Arab chiefs, kings, and sultans. There was almost an entire
continent waiting for industrial and commercial development
and exploitation, and there was an abundance of native labour
to be put to productive work. A continent was ripe for being
opened up and civilized on business lines. This might not be
an entirely peaceful process. The natives might not always
understand that it was intended for their good, and rival
governments and trading companies might not only have some
trouble with the earlier possessors of the land, but would be not
unlikely to have disputes as to the right of 'pegging out claims'
in this new field of progress. But if there were to be local wars
there was always the consoling argument of James Russell
Lowell's American expansionist that:

'Civilization does get forrard
Sometimes on a powder-cart.9

Here one need only attempt in mere outline a record of this
opening up of Africa and its partition among the European
Powers. But some leading points may be specially noted as
among the factors that led up to the Great War of 1914-18.

France, England, Germany, and Italy and Belgium all had
their share of this great enterprise of occupation and partition.
The first two of these Powers were the pioneers, and in the earlier
years of enterprise rival claims and interests twice brought them
to the verge of war. French influence had long been pre-
dominant in Egypt, and it seemed to be more than ever in the
ascendant when, a few months before the Franco-German War,
the Suez Canal was opened in the summer of 1869. It was a
French enterprise, French capitalists had provided half the
capital, the rest of its shares being held by the Khedive. But
as it opened a new and shorter way to India it brought Egypt
into the sphere of British interests.

Ismail was a man of ambitious ideas and reckless extravagance.
He had made himself practically independent of Turkey, as-